GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities January – March 2010 

Artificial Reef Bureau

During this time period approximately 2,300 tons of concrete rubble was deployed on the newly permitted Jail House Key located in Hancock County.  

Finfish Bureau

Finfish personnel and the CCA are working together to schedule Casting for Conservation Kids fishing tournaments for 2010. DMR personnel assist at these tournaments with fish identification, knot tying, casting, boat and water safety, and bait distribution. These tournaments utilize EDRP II public outreach funds. 
Finfish personnel along with artificial reef personnel attended an American Fisheries Society meeting in Tara, MS. A presentation was made on data collected from the fisheries monitoring program funded by EDRP I and II funds.
The finfish staff worked closely with the Commission on Marine Resources to establish new regulations on Tripletail. A size limit was set at 18 inches TL and a possession limit was set at 3 per person for both the recreational and commercial fisheries. These regulations went into effect on March 1, 2010.

New recreational fishing records for January - March of 2010.

Conventional Tackle:

                    Snowy Grouper  24lbs  3.2oz

Fly-fishing Tackle:

                    Striped Mullet  4lbs  4.77oz
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
The 2010 MS Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program took place January 28-30, 2010.  Focus this year was on the bays, bayous and shallow waters within a ½ mile of the main shoreline.  Crabbers had from January 21-27 to remove their active traps from the closure area; all traps that remained in closed waters from January 28-30 were subject to removal by volunteers.  Overall, 72 volunteers removed a total of 347 derelict crab traps from Mississippi coastal waters.  The traps were later taken to a scrap metal facility to be recycled.   The award winning trap cleanup program was made possible this year by a $31,000 grant from the Fish America Foundation in partnership with the Brunswick Public Foundation and the NOAA Restoration Center for Community-based Habitat Restoration.
On March 26, DMR and partners will hold the fifth in a series of seminars with the goal of enhancing familiarity between interested groups and increasing awareness of the programs, needs and opportunities that are relevant to marine research of MS waters.  “MS Artificial Reefs” will be the subject of the seminar.  Prior seminars in the series include: “Oyster Resource Management and Associated Environmental Monitoring”, “Hypoxia”, “Harmful Algal Blooms” and “MS Coastal Invasive Species”.

The MS Crab Task Force continues to work with the Gulf Regional Diamondback Terrapin Work Group to address incidental terrapin catch in crab traps and is now voluntarily installing TEDs in commercial and recreational traps that may be set in terrapin habitat.  DMR staff has worked cooperatively with both groups to encourage terrapin education, trap TED use and help with installation.  Outreach to MS crabbers and trap builders has resulted in 2,584 crab traps (10,334 TEDs) equipped to protect terrapins.

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster Harvesting Totals: 199,568 sacks from 9,941 boat trips through March 31, 2010. 

Bids for the spring cultch plant were reviewed and awarded to Pontchartrain Materials in February.

The Deer Island restoration project began and is in progress. This project uses five gallon chicken wire bags filled with oyster shells which are placed at the water’s edge to prevent shoreline erosion.

A shellfish limited entry seminar was held in February at the U.S.M. Long Beach Campus with a focus on Louisiana and Texas limited entry programs. Guest speakers were Dr. Walter Keithly, Mr. Patrick Banks and Mr. Lance Robinson.
In February and March, MDMR Shellfish Staff, Attorney General’s Office staff and representatives of oyster harvesters and processors met as an Oyster Task Force to discuss various issues concerning the Mississippi oyster industry. Items discussed included legislation affecting the oyster industry, a limited entry program, spring cultch plants, use of basket dredges, setting a control date for a limited entry program and a Vibrio vulnificus management plan that becomes effective May 1st, 2010.
Oyster Reef Monitoring and Assessment: Square meter dives and 1 minute dredge tows were taken on the various commercial oyster reefs as part of our continuous reef monitoring program. Two Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) stations are being sampled twice each month, no HAB have been detected to date.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program has on-going inspections for the 61 certified seafood dealers for the last quarter of FY 2009-2010 and on-going recertification of all the dealers for FY2010-2011.  Bureau Staff members attended and participated on the following: 

· Training on Sanitation Control Procedures on March 1, 2010, sponsored by The Association of Food and Drug Officials at Baton Rouge, LA.

· Louisiana Oyster Industry Convention at Kenner, LA on March 20, 2010, sponsored by the Louisiana Oyster Dealers and Grower’s Association. 

· Workshop on Constructing Living Shorelines in Alabama and Mississippi at Moss Point, MS on March 17-18, 2010. 

· Training on HAACP Plant Sanitation sponsored by the Northeastern States, conducted by the US Food and Drug Administration on March 10-12, 2010 at Boston, MA.  

· International Boston Seafood Show (March 13-16, 2010) which the MDMR Seafood Marketing Bureau and some the members of the MS seafood industry have a booth.

· 2010 Asian Health Fair (March 7, 2010), Biloxi, MS. A public outreach education on seafood safety.

· Coastal Stewardship Field Day (Gulf of Mexico Alliance), a weekend symposium and a collaboration with J.L. Scott Marine Education Center, MS Gulf Coast Research Laboratory. It is a public outreach education on seafood safety on March 27, 2010.
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