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Council Developing Framework Action for Greater Amberjack

Harvest of Red Drum in the Gulf of Mexico Under Consideration

The Gulf Council in February requested NOAA Fisheries 
to review and verify the methodology used in a draft 
report titled “Recommended Age Composition and Mark-
Recapture Study Sample Sizes for Gulf of Mexico Red 
Drum.” The report was handed out during the Council 
meeting by Council member Harlon Pearce as part of his 
efforts to determine if there is enough science to support 
reopening the red drum fishery in federal waters.

     If the methodology is deemed appropriate, the Council 
will ask its Scientific and Statistical Committee to review it, 
along with the last Red Drum Stock Assessment published 
in 2000, the red drum fishery management plan from 
1986, and the latest Gulf state landings data in an effort to 
determine an acceptable biological catch and maximum 
sustainable yield for red drum.

     Depending on  the recommendations of the Scientific 
and Statistical Committee, the Council will set an annual 
catch limit for red drum as required by the Magnuson-
Stevens Act - annual catch limits must be set for all 
managed species by 2011.

     Additionally, staff is securing and reviewing information 
from the five Gulf states on red drum escapement. 
Escapement is the percentage of fish in a particular fishery 
that escape from an inshore habitat and move offshore, 
where they eventually spawn. 

    Using the updated escapement information, analyzing 
the impacts that harvest in federal waters may have 
on current state water harvests, and reviewing the 
SSC recommendations on Acceptable Biological Catch 
and Maximum Sustainable Yield for red drum, staff in 
conjunction with NOAA Fisheries will  prepare a discussion 
paper and analysis on how red drum harvest in federal 
waters would meet the research needs outlined by the Ad 
Hoc Red Drum Review Panel.

     If a determination is made that some sort of harvest 
would be beneficial, Council staff may begin developing 
a scoping document to amend the Red Drum Fishery 
Management Plan to allow for its harvest in federal waters.

Council member Johnny Greene recently asked the Gulf Council to explore the option of changing the start of the greater 
amberjack season for 2011 to later in the year. The rationale behind the request is that a split season would allow charter-
boat operators to use the available open days more efficiently.

     The Council agreed and moved to have staff look at an alternative for greater amberjack that splits the number of 
recreational fishing days to allow for an open season both before and immediately after the recreational red snapper 
season. Staff is currently developing a framework action the explores this alternative, and is expected to have it back to 
the Council for review and possible approval during the June Council meeting.

Bycatch issues•	
Time and area closures•	

      A 2009 stock assessment update for gag indicates that 
the stock is overfished and undergoing overfishing. Under 
the Magnuson-Stevens Act National Standard Guidelines, 
once a Council is notified that a stock is overfished or 
undergoing overfishing it must develop a plan within two 
years that will end overfishing and rebuild the stock within 
ten years. Red grouper, while it continues to be neither 
overfished or undergoing overfishing, has declined since 
2005. The decline in both the gag and red grouper stocks 
is attributed, in large part, to an episodic mortality event in 
2005, most likely associated with red tide.

Gag continued from page 1
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Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish Individual Fishing Quota Program Reminders

On January 1, 2010, an Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) 
program was implemented for Gulf of Mexico grouper 
and tilefish fishermen. Changes were also made to the 
red snapper IFQ program to align that program with the 
new grouper and tilefish IFQ program. The administrative 
functions of both IFQ programs were merged into 
one online IFQ system. Anyone holding a federal Gulf 
commercial reef fish vessel permit fishing for groupers, 
tilefishes, or red snapper must abide by the federal 
regulations for the IFQ program regardless of where in the 
Gulf the fish are harvested.
Update Account/Personal Identification Numbers (PIN)
Both a User Identification number and PIN are needed to 
access your IFQ shareholder account. UserIDs and PINs 
were mailed to all eligible IFQ participants in October and 
December 2009. If you are a valid commercial reef fish 
permit holder who fishes for IFQ species and you have not 
yet set up your online IFQ account, please contact IFQ 
Customer Service at 866-425-7627. IFQ participants who 
already have a UserID and PIN can update your account by 
logging in to the IFQ online system and selecting “Update 
Account.” 
Vessel Account Setup
Any vessel landing IFQ species must have sufficient 
allocation in the IFQ vessel account, at least equal to the 
pounds being landed, from the time of landing notification 
through landing, with limited exceptions. In addition, your 
vessel PIN must be entered when completing a landing 
transaction with a dealer. Instructions for setting up and 
transferring allocation can be found on the IFQ homepage. 
To locate your eight-digit UserID and PIN for your vessel 
account, log in to your IFQ shareholder account, select 
“Update Account”, then select your vessel. You can then 
view and update your account information, including your 
PIN.
Receive Share Transfers
After the seller initiates a transfer, the transfer recipient 
must log in to their account to accept or reject the transfer. 
After logging in, select “Shares”, then select “Receive 
Transferred Shares.” You will then need to choose whether 
to accept or reject each of the share transfers sent to your 
account.

Cost Recovery
Dealers receiving IFQ species are responsible for collecting 
cost recovery frees and submitting those fees to NOAA 
Fisheries Service quarterly. To pay cost recovery fees, 
log in to your dealer account, select “Cost Recovery”, 
then select “Pay Cost Recovery Fees.” Dealers will need 
to submit cost recovery fees for the period January 1 
- March 31, 2010, beginning April 1, 2010. Fees must 
be submitted no later than 30 days after the end of the 

calendar year quarter. Fees not received by the deadline 
will be considered delinquent. To receive a reminder email 
regarding payment of cost recovery fees, enter an email 
address on the “Update Account” page within your online 
dealer account.

Pre-approved Landing Locations
Landing locations submitted on or before February 15, 
2010, are under review. Approved landing locations will be 
added to the list of pre-apparoved landing locations by April 
1, 2010. Locations that are not approved will be notified 
be email on or before April 1, 2010, with the reasons for 
disapproval. Landing locations submitted between February 
15 and April 15, 2010, will be reviewed and approved or 
disapproved by the Office of Law Enforcement on or before 
July 1, 2010.

Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS)
Updated VMS forms for the IFQ program are now available. 
Updates were emailed to Faria users in late January. 
Faria users should follow those instructions to install the 
updated form. VMS forms for Boatracs users should have 
automatically downloaded and installed to the VMS unit. 
Thrane and Thrane users unable to download updated 
forms can contact their local marine electronics dealer/
installer or GMPCS Personal Communications at 954-973-
3100 to obtain instructions on how to update the VMS. 
All updated IFQ Landing Notification Forms should now 
contain a section for estimated catch reporting; otherwise, 
you are not using the correct form and should make 
arrangements to update your form as soon as possible.

Additionally, Federal regulations required Gulf Reef Fish 
permit holders to make a declaration prior to all trips. 
Declarations can be made using your VMS or by calling 
888-219-9228 (option 3). Permit holders must also have 
an approved 2010 Power Down form onboard prior to 
powering down their unit. Contact 800-758-4833 (option 
4) if you have questions or require assistance with either 
requirement.

Earned Income Qualification
Anyone obtaining or renewing a commercial vessel permit 
for Gulf reef fish must derive more than 50 percent of 
their earned income from commercial fishing or charter 
fishing during either of the two calendar years preceding 
the application. Commercial fishing includes the harvest 
and first sale of fish. Income derived from the sale of 
commercial IFQ shares or the leasing of commercial 
IFQ allocation may not be used as income for permit 
qualification. Submitting a false income qualification 
affidavit to NOAA in support of a permit application is a 
violation of federal law.



The Gulf Council would like to hear from you! Please contact us regarding 
fishery questions, comments, or concerns you would like to see covered in the 
Gulf Fishery News. Anyone interested in submitting information, such as articles, 
editorials, or photographs pertaining to fishing or fisheries management is encour-
aged to do so. Submissions may be mailed to Charlene Ponce, Public Information 
Officer, Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council, 2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 
1100, Tampa, FL  33607. Materials can also be sent via fax to 813-348-1711, or by 
e-mail to charlene.ponce@gulfcouncil.org.

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is one of eight regional fishery management councils established 
by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. The Council is responsible for the 
development and modification of fishery management plans (FMPs) that are designed to manage fishery resources in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the Gulf of Mexico from state boundaries to the 200-mile limit.

Gulf Fishery News is a publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council. Any material in this newsletter 
may be reprinted or reproduced; however, please credit the Council when reprinting articles from this newsletter.

A publication of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Pursuant to National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Award No. NA05NMF4410003
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