MPA Center Seeks Nominations for Federal Advisory Committee The
Marine Protected Areas Federal Advisory Committee (MPA FAC) is
seeking new members for a four-year term from 2010-14. The Committee
advises the Departments of Commerce and the Interior on the
development and implementation of a national system of marine protected
areas. Nominations are sought by November 30 for natural and social
scientists; state and territorial resource managers; and representatives of
ocean industry, commercial and recreational fishing, and environmental
organizations. The MPA FAC meets twice yearly at coastal locations
around the nation. Click here for more information, and instructions on how

to apply.

Current MPA Federal Advisory Committee The Marine Protected Areas
(MPA) Federal Advisory Committee is supported by the National Marine
Protected Areas Center. It is made up of individuals with diverse
backgrounds and experience, who represent parties interested in the use
of MPAs as a management tool. Committee members, 30 in all, are
appointed by the Secretary of Commerce, and serve for four-year terms.
They represent a broad stakeholder community, including scientists,
academia, commercial fishermen, anglers, divers, state and tribal resource
managers, the energy and tourism industries, and environmentalists.

In addition, nine federal agencies are represented by non-voting ex-officio
members of the committee.

The committee's role is to provide expert advice and recommendations to
the Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior on implementation of
aspects of Section 4 of Executive Order 13158, the heart of the national
MPA initiative.

The committee functions solely as an advisory body, complying fully with
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) of 1972 (5 U.S.C. App. 2).

Charter The MPA Federal Advisory Committee's charter is renewed every
two years. It details the committee's objectives, duties, terms and other
requirements for members and the chairperson, and administrative
provisions.



