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Frequently Asked Questions 

 
What is the issue? 
• Regulations specify the Gulf of Mexico recreational red snapper fishing season to 

extend from June 1 through September 30, but require NOAA Fisheries Service to 
close the fishery earlier if needed to constrain catches to the quota. 

• On May 3, 2010, NOAA Fisheries Service announced the 2010 recreational red 
snapper fishing season would end July 24, 2010, based on analyses projecting the 
recreational sector would take its 3.403 million pound quota on or near that date. 

• Since early May, NOAA Fisheries Service has prohibited commercial and 
recreational fishing in federal waters impacted by the Deepwater Horizon MC 252 
incident as a seafood safety measure.  The resulting federal fishery closure has 
ranged from 6,817 to 88,522 square miles (3-37% of Gulf federal waters) to date. 

• Because the majority of recreational red snapper harvest traditionally derives from 
waters within this federal closed area, fishery managers do not expect the 
recreational sector reached its quota by July 24, 2010, as originally expected. 

How are fishery managers responding? 
• In May 2010, NOAA Fisheries Service worked collaboratively with the Gulf States 

Marine Fisheries Commission and state fishery agencies to improve the precision 
and timeliness of recreational data collection so fishery managers can better 
understand the potential impacts of spill-related closures on recreational fishing 
effort.  The data resulting from this effort will be used to help determine whether the 
recreational red snapper fishery reached its quota as quickly as projected this year 
or whether an extended season may be warranted. 

• In June 2010, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council requested NOAA 
Fisheries Service implement emergency regulations authorizing the agency to re-
open the recreational red snapper fishery after September 30 if data indicate the 
2010 quota has not been met 

Why wait until fall to reopen the recreational red snapper fishery rather than just extend 
the season now if warranted? 
• The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council requested NOAA Fisheries Service 

postpone any potential reopening until later this fall to share the economic benefits 
of an extended season with a broader range of fishing communities, based on the 
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hope the Deepwater Horizon MC 252 leak will be permanently stopped and the 
federal closed area reduced in size or eliminated later this year.   

Could unused recreational red snapper quota be carried over to next year? 
• Current regulations do not authorize unused quota to be added to the following 

year’s quota.  However, if requested by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council and endorsed by scientists, such an action could be proposed through a 
rulemaking. 

When will regulatory action to extend the recreational red snapper fishing season be 
finalized?  
• In August 2010, NOAA Fisheries Service intends to publish the Gulf of Mexico 

Fishery Management Council’s requested emergency rule authorizing the agency to 
reopen the recreational red snapper fishery after September 30 if it determines the 
recreational quota has not been reached. 

• Additional action to actually reopen the fishery through a specified time period would 
be accomplished through a subsequent Federal Register notification later that fall.   

• NOAA Fisheries Service will present the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council with analyses on this issue during its August 16-20 meeting in Pensacola, 
Florida, and expects to receive more specific guidance from the Council at that time 
regarding a potential reopening date. 

 


